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leading. I must not also omit to tell you that these men knew
that trouble was brewing, knew that the Sub-Inspector was
there, knew that there was collision between him and the people
on two former occasions. Was not the Chauri Chaura tragedy
absolutely capable of being avoided ? I admit that nobody plot-
ted the murder, but the volunteers should have foreseen the conse-
quence of what they were doing. Of the Bombay tragedy I was
myself a witness. The workers neglected the duty of telling the
people, whilst they were preparing them about boycott, to remain
tolerant, as also of posting volunteers in areas visited by the
labouring population. I myself neglected the duty of putting down
every insolent laying of hands upon other people's turbans and
caps. Finally take Madras. Not one single incident which hap-
pened in Madras was unavoidable. I hold the Congress Com-
mittee responsible for all that happened in Madras. With the
experience of Bombay fresh in their minds they could, even if they
were not fully confident, have avoided hartal. The fact is in every
case all the workers did not understand the full purpose of non-
violence nor its implications. They liked and loved excitement^
and underneath these vast demonstrations was an idea unconsci-
ously lurking in the breast that it was a kind of demonstration of
force, the very negation of non-violence. To follow out non-vio-
lence as a policy surely does not require saints for its working^
but it does require honest workers who understand what is expec-
ted of them.
You say that the people work under the spell of one year's
limit. There is much truth in what you say, but there again, if
the people worked slowly under that spell, they were certainly not
working for swaraj. I can understand some temporary excite-
ment, but excitement must not be the whole thing, nor the main
part of a great national activity. Swaraj after all is not a mango
trick; it is a steady evolution, steady growing into strength such
that a period must arrive when our strength has assumed such
proportions as to tell upon the usurpers, but every moment of our
activity we are gaining swaraj.
Certainly a peaceful Tehsil at the foot of the Himalayas will
be affected by a violent hamlet situated near the Gape Comorin
if there is a vital connection between the two, as there must be if
they are both integral parts of India and your swaraj flag is to
dominate both. At the same time, for mass civil disobedience in
Bardoli, I would certainly have thought nothing of anything hap-
pening in an out-of-the-way Tehsil which had not come under
the influence of the Congress and which had not resorted to vio-